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First, we should ask ourselves: 

Was this BHS Class really necessary? 
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First, we should ask ourselves: 

Isn’t all this information  about 

Boston’s vulnerability just common 

knowledge + common sense?  

Was this BHS Class really necessary? 



After all, Boston’s vulnerability  has not 

been a secret ever since the French  

published their maps in the 1750s 
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In fact, by 1764 – well before any assistance 

from my wife or Narm (Norm) – the French 

had mastered the Baston accent…! 

Tim Weiskel - 7 



In fact, by 1764 – well before any assistance 

from my wife or Narm (Norm) – the French 

had mastered the Baston accent…! 

Tim Weiskel - 8 



In fact, by 1764 – well before any assistance 

from my wife or Narm (Norm) – the French 

had mastered the Baston accent…! 

Tim Weiskel - 9 



In fact, by 1764 – well before any assistance 

from my wife or Narm (Norm) – the French 

had mastered the Baston accent…! 

Tim Weiskel - 10 



Tim Weiskel - 11 



Tim Weiskel - 12 

Paul Kirshen’s maps (forthcoming)… 
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Peter 

Weiskel’s 

 

USGS 

Publication

…. 



Tim Weiskel - 14 

So, back to our beginning question… 

Was this BHS Seminar needed at all? 

Isn’t all this information  about 

Boston’s vulnerability just common 

knowledge + common sense?  
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So, back to our beginning question… 

Was this BHS Seminar needed at all? 

Answer: 

YES.  The BHS Seminar is necessary 

because there is a big difference 

between information and knowledge. 
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So, back to our beginning question… 

Was this BHS Seminar needed at all? 

Answer: 

YES.  The BHS Seminar is necessary 

because there is a big difference 

between information and knowledge. 

In order to really know something 

you need to account for your previous 

ignorance… 
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So, back to our beginning question… 

Was this BHS Seminar needed at all? 

Answer: 

This BHS Seminar is vital because 

through it we can begin to account for 

out own ignorance.   We can 

understand why we have been so 

confused  about these obvious facts in 

Boston -- and in America, in general. 



Eight Reasons for Our Collective Myopia 

1) Scientists have not always been the best communicators. 

2) There has been a deliberate “smog machine” at work. 

3) The “culture of consumption” does not want to listen. 

4) The corporatization of media communications has 

muffled the message + current struggle for the internet. 

5) Universities have become corporatized and are often of 

little help. (More focused complicated data + “techno-

scientific salvationism” & grants than simple truths). 

6) The apparatus of government has been “captured.” 

7) There is an institutional core contradiction at work. 

8) “I’m not a climate scientist…” 

DON”T BLAME YOURSELF… There are 
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Reason 1 

Scientists have not always been the 

best communicators…. 
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The “culture of consumption”  

does not want to listen and  

will not hear or see 

 what is obvious. 
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Reason 3 

The “culture of consumption”  

does not want to listen and  

will not hear or see 

 what is obvious. 
[We don’t see it because we are  

“fish in water.”] 
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Reason 4 

The corporatization of media 

communications has muffled the 

message + current struggle for 

the internet. 
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Reason 4 

The corporatization of media 

communications has muffled the 

message + current struggle for 

the internet. 

[What has happened to the flow of  

“news” in our culture?] 
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Reason 5 

Universities have become corporatized 

and are often of little help. (More 

focused on data manipulation + 

“techno-scientific salvationism” & 

grants than simple truths). 
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Reason 5 

Universities have become corporatized 

and are often of little help. (More 

focused on data manipulation + 

“techno-scientific salvationism” & 

grants than simple truths). 

[What has happened to the liberal arts?] 
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Reason 6 

The apparatus of government  

has been “captured” by wealthy 

special interests  

(within this country or from abroad). 
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Reason 6 

The apparatus of government  

has been “captured” by wealthy 

special interests  

(within this country or from abroad). 

[“Citizen’s United” has changed the nature of 

“voice” in American politics] 
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Reason 7 

There is a fundamental contradiction 

at the core of the institutions that 

dominate our society. 
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Reason 7 

There is a fundamental contradiction 

at the core of the institutions that 

dominate our society. 

[All corporations and virtually all other 

institutions are built upon the  

expectation of continuous  

growth and expansion] 
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Reason 8 

“I’m not a climate scientist … 

– neither are you, so…” 

[…shut up!] 
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[ The problem of citizen self-censorship. 
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Reason 8 

“I’m not a climate scientist … 

– neither are you, so…” 

[…shut up!] 

 

[ The problem of citizen self-censorship. 

Who is “qualified” to speak ? 

Easier to ignore the problem ] 
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June 1988 
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What comes next, now that IPCC is 

no longer funded to produce 

“Assessment Reports” ?????  
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“smog machine” at work on 
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C:/CSOLI/BHS-2018/2018-BHS/20180425-BHS-Session-08/Koch Machine.mp4
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C:/CSOLI/BHS-2018/2018-BHS/20180425-BHS-Session-08/The Koch Brothers & Their Amazing Climate Change Denial Machine.mp4
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Reason 3 

The “culture of consumption”  

does not want to listen and  

will not hear or see 

 what is obvious. 
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does not want to listen and  

will not hear or see 

 what is obvious. 
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Why is there such public ignorance 

in America about such a massively 

important topic -- climate change?   
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Why haven’t we been told the story of Earth’s 

changing climate ever since scientists began to 

discover it in the 18th century? 
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Perhaps because we don’t like the story,  

and nowadays  “…advertising is the 

dominant story-telling force of our time.” 
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Sut Jhally 

http://www.mediaed.org/advertising-at-the-edge/
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C:/CSOLI/BHS-2018/2018-BHS/20180425-BHS-Session-08/Advertising-on-the-Edge-of-Apocalypse-excerpt-18min-Intro-02.asx
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"Its like a fish in the water.  We don't know who 

discovered water, but we know it wasn't a fish. 
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"Its like a fish in the water.  We don't know who 

discovered water, but we know it wasn't a fish. 

 

A pervasive medium, a pervasive environment is 

always beyond perception." 

Marshall McCluhan 
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