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In today’s session we will touch
upon these topics....

. The nature of “modern” colonial studies.

. The need for informed global leadership with
understanding and vision of collective human history
and current circumstance.

(Your historically important role at this moment)

. An overview of this online course structure and
sequence

. Steps in composing a research report: information
acquisition, storage, retrieval, report presentation.

. Using the “Transition-Studies” weblog as a “portal”
to begin your research.
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What is the “Anthropocene”

The ANTHROPOCENE

According to geologists the “Anthropocene” is
a new geological epoch in Earth history. It
marks the period in Earth’s history where
humankind as a species (Homo sapiens) has
collectively become the dominant driving
force of change in global surficial geology.
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The second big question is...

Will humanity be able to survive
the ?

* Pre-history (prior to writing)
* Ancient History (early civilizations)
* Medieval History (after the “fall” of Rome)
* Modern History ( since approx. 1492 -- ?7?)
* The (ca. 1780 -- ??)



To answer this question let's look
first at "Modern History”




How has the world changed
since 14927
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How has the “ecology of culture”
changed i the world since 14927




We need to re-examine the driving myths and
delusional metaphors at the core of this

experience if we are going to survive.
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GAVIN MENZIES
J

THE YEAR CHINA
DISCOVERED AMERICA

Columbus discovered
America in 1492. Any
elementary school
student will tell you that.

But an amateur historian
says Chinese beat him to
itin 1421. NPR's Bob
Edwards talks to Gavin
Menzies, author of 1421,
The Year China
Discovered America.


http://www.gavinmenzies.net/china/about/
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[d play journey

At Calicut, Admiral Zheng He, the Commander in Chief, returned home via South
East Asia, He reached China in November 1421. By this time his three rear admirals
Zhou Man, Zhou Wen and Hong Bao had years of experience commanding fleets in
earlier expeditions, yet they had never been in control of a force of such
magnitude.



http://www.gavinmenzies.net/china/maps/
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The world would certainly be a
different ecological phenomena
had the Chinese sustained
contact with the “New World,
but the Chinese never followed
up their “discovery” with
sustained contact. With a
highly developed, centralized
state, the Mandarins essentially
ruled out ‘foreign adventures’
after a traumatic collapse of a
particular Emperor.
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The world would certainly be a
different ecological phenomena
had the Chinese sustained
contact with the “New World,
but the Chinese never followed
up their “discovery” with
sustained contact. With a
highly developed, centralized
state, the Mandarins essentially
ruled out ‘foreign adventures’
after a traumatic collapse of a
particular Emperor.

Instead it is, the “Columbian
Exchange” engendered the
dominant “biological and
cultural consequences” of the
15t Century
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THE
GREAT
DIVERGENCE

The “Great
Divergence,” in the
world’s fortunes
and outlooks, In
effect, emerged
from this period of
European maritime
empires that
became dominant
after 1492.



Other books by
non-western
scholars have
explored the same
question....

Prasannan
Parthasarath

recently published
a similar study.
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Where Can We Turn to Learn?

A CITIZEN’S GUIDE TO SELECTED RESOURCES FOR
SELF-INSTRUCTION AND EXPLORATION OF
TRANSITION STUDIES



https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2016/01/29/where-to-turn-to-learn/

The second big question is...

Will humanity be able to survive
the Anthropocene?

* Pre-history (prior to writing)
* Ancient History (early civilizations)
* Medieval History (after the “fall” of Rome)
* Modern History ( since approx. 1492 -- ?7?)
* The (ca. 1780 -- ??)



If we are to survive in the Anthropocene, we will need
to make some major changes in our habits, cultures
and behavior as a species. We will need to focus
on “Transition Studies?”
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2015 UNA-USA Members Day at the UN-01-TCW-Transition-Studies.asx
https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/about/

Crucially, we will need for informed global
leadership with the understanding and
vision to make the transition to
a sustainable future....

In Climate Deal With China, Obama May Set
2016 Theme

PLAY VIDEO | 202
~ What the Climate Accord Could Change



https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2014/11/13/in-climate-deal-with-china-obama-may-set-2016-theme/

This “vision” and “leadership”
can be quickly reversed...!

Trump on climate decision: | was elected to
represent Pittsburgh, not Paris




This “vision” and “leadership”
can be quickly reversed...!

Trump on climate decision: | was elected to
represent Pittsburgh, not Paris

Unless new leaders, like yourselves,
start to make a difference....



This “vision” and “leadership”
can be quickly reversed...!

Trump on climate decision: | was elected to
represent Pittsburgh, not Paris

- QO »

You are in a very powerful position if you
can learn how to mobilize and present
vitally important scientific information...
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Trump on climate decision: | was elected to
represent Pittsburgh, not Paris




This “vision” and “leadership”
can be quickly reversed...!

Trump on climate decision: | was elected to
represent Pittsburgh, not Paris

learn how to mobilize and present



This “vision” and “leadership”
can be quickly reversed...!

Trump on climate decision: | was elected to
represent Pittsburgh, not Paris

To learn and practice these skills can be
one of your goals Iin this course.



This “vision” and “leadership”
can be quickly reversed...!

Trump on climate decision: | was elected to
represent Pittsburgh, not Paris




Your understanding of the broad
evolution of history is essential...

Trump on climate decision: | was elected to
represent Pittsburgh, not Paris

...for you to be able to make a significant
contribution to human survival.



*‘America First” makes America Last

Political Leaders, Citizens and Scientists Dismayed
by U.S. Withdrawal from Global Climate Accord

NEWS Top Climate Scientist, Journalist & Activists Blast
Y o | W UL Coate X et T e Magune Trump'’s Withdrawal from Paris Accord

Paris climate deal: Dismay as Trump
signals exit from accord

- :
Paris Climate Accord: As US steps back, China

pushes forward

John Kerry calls Trump's decision “self-destructive
step” that puts U.S. last

FORMER UMSTED STATES SECHETARY OF STATL



https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/06/04/america-first-makes-america-last-political-leaders-citizens-and-scientists-dismayed-by-u-s-withdrawal-from-global-climate-accord-ev-n-247-c-ctv/

The Cascading Collapse of American

Leadership in World Affairs:

The Aftermath of Trump’s Withdrawal from
the Paris Global Climate Accord

Panel on EU Chief: China Ready To Fill U.S.
“LEADERSHIP VACUUM”

*~Panel-on EWYChief: China Ready To U.S. "LEADER:: @4 Trump isolated at G-20 on climate and trade, returns

to mixed reviews



https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/07/10/ev-n-248-cctv-the-cascading-collapse-of-american-leadership-in-world-affairs-the-aftermath-of-trumps-withdrawal-from-the-paris-global-climate-ac-cord/

Your understanding of the broad
evolution of history is essential...

Trump on climate decision: | was elected to
represent Pittsburgh, not Paris

...because

..you will need to understand and interpret to both
East and West what has happened and what we
need to do next for us to survive as a species.
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Trump launches trade war with China


Trump launches trade war with China.mp4
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NEWS
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Business

Charting the US-China trade battle

The weorld's two largest economies, the US and China, are locked in a
worsening trade battle that could have unexpected side effects on the
global economy.



https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2018/07/06/charting-the-us-china-trade-battle-bbc-news/

What do Trump’s tariffs mean for global
institutions? | Inside Story

‘What do Trump's tariffs mean for global }
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What do Trump's tariffs mean for global institutions _ Inside Story.mp4
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China: US launched largest trade war in
economic history
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China_ US launched largest trade war in economic history.mp4
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In today’s session we will touch
upon these topics....

. The nature of “modern” colonial studies.

. The need for informed global leadership with
understanding and vision of collective human history
and current circumstance.

(Your historically important role at this moment)
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In today’s session we will touch
upon these topics....

. The nature of “modern” colonial studies.

. The need for informed global leadership with
understanding and vision of collective human history
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“knowledge broker” for the topic you choose.
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