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2. The need for informed global leadership with 

understanding and vision of collective human history 

and current circumstance.   

 (Your historically important role at this moment) 

3. An overview of this online course structure and 

sequence 

4. Steps in composing a research report: information 

acquisition, storage, retrieval, report presentation. 

5. Using the “Transition-Studies” weblog as a “portal” 

to begin your research. 

In today’s session we will touch 

upon these topics…. 
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The ANTHROPOCENE 

 

According to geologists the “Anthropocene” is 

a new geological epoch in Earth history.  It 

marks the period in Earth’s history where 

humankind as a species (Homo sapiens) has 

collectively become the dominant driving 

force of change in global surficial geology.  

 

What is the “Anthropocene” 
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To answer this question let’s look 

first at “Modern History” 



How has the world changed  

since 1492? 
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How have the world’s cultures 

changed since 1492? 



How has the “ecology of culture”  

changed in the world since 1492? 



We need to re-examine the driving myths and 

delusional metaphors at the core of this 

experience if we are going to survive. 
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 Columbus discovered 

America in 1492. Any 

elementary school 

student will tell you that.  

But an amateur historian 

says Chinese beat him to 

it in 1421. NPR's Bob 

Edwards talks to Gavin 

Menzies, author of 1421, 

The Year China 

Discovered America. 

Did Columbus get here first? Maybe 

not… 

http://www.gavinmenzies.net/china/about/
20030108_me_17.rm


http://www.gavinmenzies.net/china/maps/ 

http://www.gavinmenzies.net/china/maps/
http://www.gavinmenzies.net/china/maps/


http://www.gavinmenzies.net/china/maps/


1434 - In 1434, Gavin Menzies offers a stunning reappraisal of 

history, presenting compelling new evidence on the European 

Renaissance, tracing its roots to China  



https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/10/22/did-

the-chinese-discover-america-in-1421-2003-2/ 

01-Did the Chinese Discover America in 1421_ (2003)-02a.asx
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The world would certainly be a 

different ecological phenomena 

had the Chinese sustained 

contact with the “New World, 

but the Chinese never followed 

up their “discovery” with 

sustained contact.  With a 

highly developed, centralized 

state, the Mandarins essentially 

ruled out ‘foreign adventures’ 

after a traumatic collapse of a 

particular Emperor. 
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Instead it is, the “Columbian 

Exchange” engendered the 

dominant  “biological and 

cultural consequences” of the 

15th Century 











The “Great 

Divergence,” in the 

world’s fortunes 

and outlooks, in 

effect, emerged 

from this period of 

European maritime 

empires that 

became dominant 

after 1492. 



Other books by 

non-western 

scholars have 

explored the same 

question…. 

   Prasannan 

 Parthasarath 

recently published 

a similar study. 









https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2016/01/29/where-to-turn-to-learn/


The second big question is… 

Will humanity be able to survive  

the Anthropocene? 
 

• Pre-history (prior to writing) 

• Ancient History (early civilizations) 

• Medieval History (after the “fall” of Rome) 

• Modern History ( since approx. 1492 -- ?? ) 

• The Anthropocene (ca. 1780 -- ??) 



If we are to survive in the Anthropocene, we will need 

to make some major changes in our habits, cultures  

and behavior as a species.  We will need to focus 

on  “Transition Studies?” 

 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/about/ 

2015 UNA-USA Members Day at the UN-01-TCW-Transition-Studies.asx
https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/about/


Crucially, we will need for informed global 

leadership with the understanding and  

vision to make the transition to  

a sustainable future…. 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2014/11/13/in-climate-deal-with-china-obama-may-set-2016-theme/
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This  “vision” and “leadership” 

can be quickly reversed…! 

To learn and practice these skills can be 

one of your goals in this course.  



Your understanding of the broad 

evolution of history is essential… 

…for you to be able to make a significant 

contribution to human survival. 



https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/06/04/america-first-makes-america-last-political-leaders-citizens-and-scientists-dismayed-by-u-s-withdrawal-from-global-climate-accord-ev-n-247-c-ctv/


https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/07/10/ev-n-248-cctv-the-cascading-collapse-of-american-leadership-in-world-affairs-the-aftermath-of-trumps-withdrawal-from-the-paris-global-climate-ac-cord/


Your understanding of the broad 

evolution of history is essential… 

…you will need to understand and interpret to both 

East and West what has happened and what we 

need to do next for us to survive as a species. 

…because 
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https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2018/07/06/charting-the-us-china-trade-battle-bbc-news/


https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2018/07/06/what-do-trumps-

tariffs-mean-for-global-institutions-inside-story/ 

What do Trump's tariffs mean for global institutions _ Inside Story.mp4
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 You will need to learn to locate and 

• Acquire reliable sources 

• Store those sources in electronic form (permanent 

URLs or “hardcopy”)  

• Retrieve those sources in a dependable and 

replicated manner 

     and learn to 

• Present them in a useful research report 

Your goal is to become an excellent  

“knowledge broker” for the topic you choose.  
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Introductory Session 

 

“Where Can We Turn To Learn?"  

An introduction to online learning, research 

and writing in colonial studies 
 

6 July 2018  

http://www.climate-talks.net/CSOLI/YSOLI/201711-Colonialism/

