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01-NOVA-Secrets-of-the-Forbidden-city-Full.mp4


China and the “first phase” of 

“Globalization” 
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China was the world’s greatest empire 

at the beginning of the 15th Century…. 
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Why were the great naval 

achievements of Admiral Zheng He --

under the Ming Dynasty -- abandoned?  

The answer is unclear to Western historians. 

Perhaps Chinese historians can help us 

understand this puzzling withdrawal from 

global exploration.   Some authors 

attribute this to the rise of the “Confucian 

Courtiers” in the 1480s.  See:  

What is the real history 

      behind this mystery? 

 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/10/22/1421-chinese-discover-america-before-europeans-4/


The other question is why and how did 

European “Maritime Empires” emerge?  

To understand the emergence of the “maritime” empires of Europe, you 

need to understand the history of the control of the Mediterranean.  It was 

dominated by Christian populations by the year 600 AD. 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/11/13/historical-atlas-of-the-mediterranean/


By the year 710 AD, however, -- just 110 years later -- much of the 

Mediterranean came to be dominated by Muslim political leaders because of 

the remarkably swift conquests of Arab populations, with the military 

deployment of the camel.   

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/11/13/historical-atlas-of-the-mediterranean/


Then, with remarkable speed, Muslim military leaders conquered virtually the 

whole of the Iberian peninsula – what we know as Spain and Portugal – by 

733 AD, only 13 years after they had come to dominate North Africa.  

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/11/13/historical-atlas-of-the-mediterranean/


Muslim rulers dominated Spain for the much of the next 650 years, but 

eventually there were a series of long and protracted conflicts waged by 

Christian leaders to “re-conquer” Spain (an Portugal).  

01-Historical Atlas of the Mediterranean-02.asx


1265 AD 



1492 AD 



Henry, “The Navigator” – 3rd son of King of 

Portugal – from 1420 onwards began a campaign 

to focus on maritime discovery 
https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/11/13/exploring-the-world-the-

portuguese-explorers/ 
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First the Portuguese (and subsequently the Dutch) came to dominate 

maritime empires with the development of new naval technology.  See: 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/11/13/portuguese-ships-

age-of-exploration/ 
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“Maritime Empires” consisted of widely dispersed coastal ports 

dominated by fortified “castles”.  These were developed for the 

long-distance trade of “high-value-to-weight ratio” items, like 

gold and spices….and eventually human slaves.  

The Dutch “Maritime Empire” 



  

The islands of Indonesia were of particular interest to 

the Portuguese and then the Dutch because of their 

indigenous flora.  Europeans sought dependable 

access to large quantities of the spices derived from 

native plants.  Some of these spices like “nutmeg” 

were thought to have the power to heal or ward off the 

“plague” – a disease that had devastated European 

populations in the 14th century. 

The “Spice Islands”  



Even small sailing craft can cross the 

seas, and carry significant “wealth” in 

high “value-to-weight items… 



Local populations can approach these small ships with 

things to exchange.  If exchanges are expanded to 

patterns of regular trade, commerce can ensue.… 



Even small craft need to be re-provisioned with fresh 

water and food from time to time, and creating a 

permanent “onshore” presence with a fort is an 

advantage to an expanding “maritime empire.”  



Dutch Merchant ship – armed with cannons 

European rival kingdoms expressed their competitive 

struggles for power by expanding overseas.   Merchants 

and Royalty worked in a loose alliance in each kingdom 

to extend the extend of their particular interests against 

those of rival European powers.  



Over the decades of the 16th and 17th centuries the 

Dutch displace the Portuguese and come to dominate 

the Banda Islands – or “spice islands” – in the modern 

day area of Indonesia 



Even small islands can have great importance for 

maritime empires.  In the late 17th Century the Dutch 

trade their control over “Manhattan” to the British in 

exchange for control for nutmeg trade from the Banda 

Islands 



Today you can see that these islands are still 

dependent upon international trade.  The airport is 

the biggest structure, BUT the historic Dutch trading 

fort is also visible …. 



The Dutch “fort” was a substantial building, requiring 

a lot of manpower and “capital” investment.  It was 

built in the style of a European medieval castle. 









The Portuguese, Dutch and English rivalries focused 

on the control of  the “spice” trade, including a 

particular focus on nutmeg.  

http://ecoethics.net/YSOLI/201807-Colonialism/Audio/20171109-BBC-Newshour-Banda-Islands.mp3
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At the same time that they had interest in the trade to 

the East, the Dutch explored and settled “New 

Amsterdam” – ie. the current area of New York 







The Dutch created a fort on the island of Manhattan in 

the “New World” and developed a small colony of 

settlers up the Hudson River as far as Albany.  This 

Dutch outpost was traded to the English in exchange 

for Dutch dominance in the “spice islands” in Banda. 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/11/11/the-original-city-map-of-new-amsterdam/


https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/11/11/dutch-new-

york-with-historian-barry-lewis-dutch-golden-age-segment/ 

An Englishman – Henry Hudson – was in the 

employ of the Dutch when he discovered and 

explored the “Hudson River as far north as Albany 

01-Dutch New York with Historian Barry Lewis-Intro.mp4
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The Dutch maritime trade in “high-weight-to-value” items 

extended to the interest in buying and selling slaves from 

Africa to the Americas – where there was an acute labor 

shortage for newly established plantations.  

01-Going Dutch - The Netherlands' slave trade-01.asx


https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/11/11/going-dutch-

the-netherlands-slave-trade/ 

01-AFRICA Episode 5 The Bible & The Gun Written & Presented by Basil Davidson Executive Producer-01.asx
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Tim Weiskel - 42 

The creation of slave-based agricultural plantations on 

islands were of particular importance to rival 

European powers as they extended the “spice trade” 

into the trans-Atlantic “triangular trade” system.  



Tim Weiskel - 43 

01-20170226-EV&N-238-Rethinking-Immigration-Slavery-01.asx




Tim Weiskel - 45 

What are its key components? 

Numerous books 

abound to characterize 

the worldview of the 

colonizers, and it would 

be presumptuous to 

attempt to  summarize 

all of Western 

European thought in 

this course. 

 

Nevertheless,... 



Tim Weiskel - 46 

Colonialism can also be studied as an  
ecological phenomenon 

The careful study of modern 
colonialism -- especially as an 
ecological phenomenon -- is a 
basic necessity for 
understanding the ecological 
worldview of Americans today. 

 

Most of the time those who 
thought they were in charge 
were acting out roles on the 
ecological stage of which they 
were only vaguely conscious, 
and certainly did not control. 



Tim Weiskel - 47 

The approach is three-fold 

This includes 

==>  Cultural Ecology (emic approach) 

     ==>   Ecological Anthropology (etic approach) 

            ==>  Ecology of Culture  (historical approach) 

 

Effort is to understand the origin, function and persistence 

of cultural beliefs about the environment and how these 

beliefs condition individual and collective behavior.  



European mercantilism was based 
on the discovery, appropriation, 
transport, cultivation and sale of 
exotic plants, animals and animal 
products -- purposeful and 
sustained ecological disruption. 

 

The ‘Age of Discovery’ was largely 
an age of ecological discovery -- 
and intentional disruption.  
Europeans and their trading 
counterparts acted brutally to 
transform all accessible 
ecosystems around the world.  

We are heirs to this cultural tradition….We call it agricultural development and/or 
progress. It thrives on change, innovation and everywhere is based on 
ecological destruction of existing biodiversity. 



Tim Weiskel - 49 

Colonialism was built on plantation 
agriculture 

From 1492 (and actually 

before), Europeans 

observed native usage and 

looked to the ‘economic’ 

value of new and exotic 

plants (sugar, coffee, 

pepper, bananas, tea, etc.)  

 

Some ‘introductions’ were 
intentional -- most were not.  

We are heirs to these 
cultural habits of behavior 
and thought….  



Tim Weiskel - 50 



Our concepts of race emerge from the 
culture of colonialism as well….  

Environmental problems 

and racist thinking are 

deeply related in western 

culture. 

No effective effort can be 

made to address 

environmental issues 

without addressing the 

social experience of 

racism in this culture’s 

history. 

The European sense of cultural superiority stems from the “myth 

of tropical exuberance,” that stems from the fundamental ecology 

of exogenous plant introductions…. 
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The world would certainly be a 

different ecological phenomena 

had the Chinese sustained 

contact with the “New World, 

but the Chinese never followed 

up their “discovery” with 

sustained contact.  With a 

highly developed, centralized 

state, the Mandarins essentially 

ruled out ‘foreign adventures’ 

after a traumatic collapse of a 

particular Emperor. 
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Instead it is, the “Columbian 

Exchange” engendered the 

dominant  “biological and 

cultural consequences” of the 

15th Century 
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So, several questions occur…  

Why did European empires take the 

“maritime” route?  

What was it about the European “mercantile 

class” that enabled it to drive the colonial 

expansion of one country after another?  

What are the implications for the legacy of 

the period of “European Mercantile 

Empires?”  
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