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The fate of African colonies was determined 

from outside the continent for the interests 

of European trade and industry 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/03/15/africa-states-of-

independence-the-scramble-for-africa-2/ 

African territories were 

sought for their potential 

“raw materials” AND their 

potential “markets.”  Very 

rapidly territorial “boundaries 

were drawn in ‘scramble’ of 

preventive occupation.  
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Africa was also important to Europe for its 

manpower – military manpower recruited for  

inter-European wars.  

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/03/15/africa-states-of-

independence-the-scramble-for-africa-2/ 
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What has been the legacy of 

colonialism? 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/11/25/coloniali

sms-impact-on-africa-development-chinese-interest/ 

Richard-Downden-Colonialism's Impact on Africa-01.asx
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What has “development” been 

so difficult in Africa? 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/11/25/coloniali

sms-impact-on-africa-development-chinese-interest/ 

Richard-Downden-Why Development in Africa Is So Difficult-01.asx
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What has China’s role been in 

Africa?  

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/11/25/coloniali

sms-impact-on-africa-development-chinese-interest/ 

Richard-Downden-China's Role In Africa-01.asx
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What is happening to agriculture 

in Africa? 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2014/08/04/land-grab-

for-food-security-18-nov-09-2/ 

'Land-grab' for food security - 18 Nov 09[1].mp4
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Is there a new chapter of “investment 

colonialism” emerging in Africa?  

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2016/03/23/ethiopias-land-

rush-feed-the-world-but-not-themselves-guardian-investigations/ 

Ethiopia's land rush_ Feed the world but not themselves _ Guardian Investigations.mp4
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What kind of “investments” have 

the Chinese made?  

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2016/02/27/talk-africa-

china-africa-agriculture-co-operation-2/ 

Talk Africa_ China Africa Agriculture Co operation.mp4
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 “…each of  you should draw up your own 

list of what you each think are the seven 

(7) most important enduring legacies of 

modern European colonialism.   

 
Please develop this list in hierarchical order – 

starting with the least important and building 

toward the most important legacy in your view.” 

Assignment sent to you: 



 

 

Let’s examine your responses…. 

 - Mao Yingke – Monica 

 - Jack 

 - Gary 

            + ??? 

  

 

So what are ….  

The major legacies of European 

Colonialism ?  

https://www.dropbox.com/home/YSOLI/2018 - Colonialism Participants
https://www.dropbox.com/preview/YSOLI/2018 - Colonialism Participants/Mao Yingke - Monica/20180727-Monica-Question for Session 4.docx?role=personal
https://www.dropbox.com/home/YSOLI/2018 - Colonialism Participants/Sun Mingzhe - Jack?preview=Assignment+4+Jack+Sun.docx
https://www.dropbox.com/home/YSOLI/2018 - Colonialism Participants/Gary Huang - Gary?preview=20180803-Gary+Week+4+Questions.docx


Do you want to see  

my list?  



Do you want to see  

my list?  

I made a list of 17 important 

legacies of European colonialism… 



1. Exploration “opens” new opportunities for economies that 

turn out to be “labor-scarce.”  Capital and land is available 

but labor is the scarce component. Focus is control of labor. 

Seventeen (17) major legacies of European 

colonialism in the world… 
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1. Exploration “opens” new opportunities for economies that 

turn out to be “labor-scarce.”  Capital and land is available 

but labor is the scarce component. Focus is control of labor. 

2. The diffusion of European languages as dominant 

languages of commerce and communication. 

3. The restructuring of world agriculture – “cash crops” in the 

tropics are grown in the global South and traded to the 

global North for “surplus” grain. 

4. Growth of export-oriented, “extractive” economies.  

5.  Long-distance trade in basic food-stuffs emerges. 

6. Migration and re-settlement of populations toward 

continental “margins.”  

Seventeen (17) major legacies of European 

colonialism in the world… 



7. Growth of nation-state and “economic improvement 

principle” after “Scramble for Africa in + 2 World Wars and 

“decolonization.” 
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between lowest and highest income – billionaires and the 

dispossessed as well as ‘slaves” throughout the world. 

Revival of the slave trade and “non-voluntary servitude.” 
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7. Growth of nation-state and “economic improvement 

principle” after “Scramble for Africa in + 2 World Wars and 

“decolonization.” 

8.  Homogenization of the world’s food supply and ”disease 

pool” with elimination of those who were “isolated” or 

“weak” in the colonial encounter. 

9.  Income disparity between rich and poor Increased – gap  

between lowest and highest income – billionaires and the 

dispossessed as well as ‘slaves” throughout the world. 

Revival of the slave trade and “non-voluntary servitude.” 

10. Shift of power from ”kingdom,” to the joint-stock 

companies, to banks, as the nation-state takes over the 

coordinating role to organize different competing parties.  

Seventeen (17) major legacies of European 

colonialism in the world… 



11.  Exponential human population growth in virtually every 

nation-state, with religions supporting maximum growth. 

Seventeen (17) major legacies of European 
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11.  Exponential human population growth in virtually every 

nation-state, with religions supporting maximum growth. 

12. Triumph of the “principle of growth” as the primary 

measure, means and ultimate goal of “economic” behavior.  
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11.  Exponential human population growth in virtually every 

nation-state, with religions supporting maximum growth. 

12. Triumph of the “principle of growth” as the primary 

measure, means and ultimate goal of “economic” behavior.  

13. Increased  global destruction of ‘natural capital’ – both 
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11.  Exponential human population growth in virtually every 

nation-state, with religions supporting maximum growth. 

12. Triumph of the “principle of growth” as the primary 

measure, means and ultimate goal of “economic” behavior. 

13. Increased  global destruction of ‘natural capital’ – both 

renewable and non-renewable -- deforestation, fresh water 

pollution, topsoil destruction. Biodiversity slaughter.  

“Frontier mentality” in a post-frontier world. 

14.   Increased  dependence on fossilized carbon – that is, 

non-renewable energy sources and “colonial” conquest 

methods of capturing and controlling them. 
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15. Human populations increasingly “urbanized” with no 

experience of “nature” or understanding of the biological basis 

of all agricultural civilizations, including our own. 

16.  Because energy is thought of as scarce, “efficiency” becomes 

the motto, and societies become increasingly reliant of 

“efficient” or ”engineering” solutions to complex eco-systemic 

and biological problems.  (Futile search for “solutions” in bio-

engineering, geo-engineering, nuclear engineering).  

17. Enduring & pervasive sense of victimization – leading to an 

expectation of apology, retribution, compensation, restitution, 

or revenge.  Has created a sense of a “right” or entitlement to 

“development” based on growth and inevitable expansion like 

that which Europe experienced. 
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What will you choose to write 

about in your “essay” for 

the course? 

Now the question is: 
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