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TIMOTHY C. WEISKEL

Rubbish and Racism: Problems
of Boundary in an Ecosystem

We had fed the heart on fantasies;
The heart’s grown brutal from the fare.
W. B. Yeats, Meditations in Time of Civil War

In an age of mounting racial tensions and in the presence of an
impending environmental crisis, it may seem irresponsible for
anthropologists to fly off to remote corners of the world and con-
tinue their studies of people who, even if they do survive, will have
no effect upon the world’s major problems. As research money
becomes scarce, government agencies and foundations appear to
agree that such field work is a luxury they can ill afford. Anthro-
pologists, of course, have always maintained that their research has
been intimately bound up with the total human condition, and if
their peoples have been remote and their theories esoteric, this has
been so only in order to offer a fresh approach to the problems we
all face daily. If anthropologists have been right, then they should
have something to offer concerning two of the major crises which
confront us: the growth of racism and the threat of irreversible
environmental pollution.



http://ecoethics.net/Papers/Rubbish-and-Racism.pdf

TIMOTHY C. WEISKEL

Rubbish and Racism: Problems
of Boundary in an Ecosystem

We had fed the heart on fantasies;
The heart’s grown brutal from the fare.
W. B. Yeats, Meditations in Time of Civil War



http://ecoethics.net/Papers/Rubbish-and-Racism.pdf

TIMOTHY C. WEISKEL

Rubbish and Racism: Problems
of Boundary in a

We had fed the heart on fantasies;
The heart’s grown brutal from the fare.

W. B. Yeats, Meditations in Time of Civil Wy ‘



http://ecoethics.net/Papers/Rubbish-and-Racism.pdf

Perhaps even more important, the history of this expansion has led
Western cultures and the westernized elites in Third World countries to
believe mn the illusion of unlkmited growth. The mdustnal revolution and
discovery of fossil energy sources finther sustaned the belief in mnfinite

growth. Having expanded upon the things of nature, modern mankind has
come to believe that expansion 1s i the nature of things. This 1s not so, of
course, but we are only now just beginning to discover that this cherished
belief 1s a potentially fatal dllusion.
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Overcoming the “colonial”
destruction of topsoil...

Eco-restoration on the Loess Plateau


Agroecology in China-300% Increase on Loess Plateau.mp4

Hope in a Changing Climate—John Liu at
Geography of Hope
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Heading Beyond the Point-of-No-Return: National
Carbon Policies, “Hothouse Earth” and the

Big Remaining Question:
Can other world leaders from India and China

provide the global leadership that is now
required to save civilization from the predicted

“hothouse Earth” climate catastrophe?
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Trajectories of the Earth System in the
Anthropocene
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