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11. Why is a “peer-reviewed” source generally more 

reliable than a single authored source, or an 

opinion piece, an editorial, or news report? 

 

12. Where can you find peer-reviewed sources on 

climate change and the many aspects of its 

impacts around the world?  
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• A clear presentation of the “4 Ps” 
• The Problem 

• The Parties (different groups or people involved.) 
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• The Policies that they/you suggest to resolve the Problem. 

A Bibliography at the end of the paper. 
 



These things should be 

composed in paragraph form… 
 

…and presented as a “research report.”  

 

 You can think of it as a critical article which 

assesses a particular problem and 

documents its major features, the principle 

people or groups involved and highlights 

specific policies that in your judgment need 

to be devised to address the problem. 
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Use primary sources to 

document your statements 
 



• Cite all quotations 

and ideas correctly 

with the citation styles 

outlined here in 

Session 2 (see slides 

117-123 below) to 

make all attribution 

clear to the reader.  

• [These conventions 

are illustrated in 

“Writing with…” in the 

RESOURCES folder.] 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/preview/YSOLI/2019 - Climate Participants/Class - Resources/writing_with_internet_sources_a_guide_for_harvard_students.pdf?role=personal


Then, you will need to: 

 

Develop your argument over 10 to 15 pages, 

with approximately 3 footnotes or 

endnotes per page in which you cite your 

sources.  

 



 

Necessary Components of Your  

Research Paper 
 

 

 



Who says what to whom and when is very, 

very important… 

…Last year, after Trump came to office… 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/07/07/its-us-uk-vs-germany-china-at-g20-summit-financial-news/
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The need for skilled and 

honest “Knowledge 

Brokerage” has never 

been greater ! 

 

You have enormous 

potential power because 

of your cultural position 

– if you learn how to 

become a good 

“knowledge broker” on 

climate issues to both 

English and Chinese 

speaking worlds.    

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2016/12/29/knowledge-brokerage-for-sustainable-development-innovative-tools-for-increasing-resea-rch-impact-and-evidence-based-policy-making-andre-martinuzzi-michael-sedlacko-9781783-532544-amazon-com-book/


https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2016/12/29/knowledge-brokerage-for-sustainable-development-innovative-tools-for-increasing-resea-rch-impact-and-evidence-based-policy-making-andre-martinuzzi-michael-sedlacko-9781783-532544-amazon-com-book/


https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2016/12/29/knowledge-brokerage-for-sustainable-development-innovative-tools-for-increasing-resea-rch-impact-and-evidence-based-policy-making-andre-martinuzzi-michael-sedlacko-9781783-532544-amazon-com-book/


But this will require a lot of work…. You will 

need to search for the truth at a moment 

when powerful forces are trying to  

generate “fake news.” 



Searching for the truth in the 

age of “fake news” 
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Not just one leader…. Whole 

governments may try to manipulate 

science for their own ends. 
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Start to practice the “mining” of 

news and opinion sources  
http://world.time.com/2012/12/14/what-if-the-worlds-soil-runs-out/ 
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Learn to “mine”, news headlines, for example…. 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2019/07/11/study-finds-

antarctic-glacier-is-melting-and-could-add-50cm-to-sea-level-rise/ 
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How would you “mine” this news story? 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2019/07/11/study-finds-

antarctic-glacier-is-melting-and-could-add-50cm-to-sea-level-rise/ 
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You will need to learn how to mine all online 

information sources for the “indirect” or 

“embedded” information within them…. 

 

For example: 

 How many of your learned about the 

China Environment Forum  

in Washington, D.C.? 

“Mining” for other information… 



https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/jennifer-turner-

discusses-chinas-flood-season-2/ 

“Mining” for other information… 

 

 

Jennifer Turner discusses China's flood season.mp4
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https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/jennifer-turner-

discusses-chinas-flood-season-2/ 

“Mining” for other information… 

…remember this link from our 

first meeting?  

Jennifer Turner discusses China's flood season.mp4
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You all had access to this source…from the slide.   

How many of you “mined” this source for its  

useful information? 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/jennifer-turner-

discusses-chinas-flood-season-2/ 

 

 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/jennifer-turner-discusses-chinas-flood-season-2/
https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/jennifer-turner-discusses-chinas-flood-season-2/
https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/jennifer-turner-discusses-chinas-flood-season-2/
https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/jennifer-turner-discusses-chinas-flood-season-2/
https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/jennifer-turner-discusses-chinas-flood-season-2/
https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/jennifer-turner-discusses-chinas-flood-season-2/
https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/jennifer-turner-discusses-chinas-flood-season-2/
https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/jennifer-turner-discusses-chinas-flood-season-2/
https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/jennifer-turner-discusses-chinas-flood-season-2/
https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/jennifer-turner-discusses-chinas-flood-season-2/
https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/jennifer-turner-discusses-chinas-flood-season-2/
https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/jennifer-turner-discusses-chinas-flood-season-2/
https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/jennifer-turner-discusses-chinas-flood-season-2/
https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/jennifer-turner-discusses-chinas-flood-season-2/


You all had access to this source…from the slide.   

How many of you “mined” this source for its  

useful information? 
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CGTN in Washington, D.C., is the American arm of the 

English language China Global Television Network. 
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News Publications? 
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What about other Asia sources? 

http://www.atimes.com/tag/climate-change/ 
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AND FINALLY, you can locate them through 

online portals or “indexes” for particular 

science subjects – like, ScienceDaily 

How can you find  

“peer-reviewed” scientific 

publications… Since 2014? 



https://www.sciencedaily.com/ 

Science Daily 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/


https://www.sciencedaily.com/news/earth_climate/climate/ 

 

AND specifically –  

ScienceDaily - Climate 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/news/earth_climate/climate/


https://www.sciencedaily.com/news/earth_cli

mate/climate/ 

See for example: 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017

/07/170705164530.htm 

Study the format of the citations at the 

bottom of each article…. 

This will be the form you need to follow for 

citing the sources in your papers. 

Please study the “referencing” 

in the ScienceDaily articles…. 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/news/earth_climate/climate/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/news/earth_climate/climate/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/07/170705164530.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/07/170705164530.htm


Necessary components of an 

adequate citation: 
All proper citations of sources should include 

five (5) key elements: 

 

• Author (or institution) 

• “Title” (in “quotes” or bolded) 

• Publication information, (Journal title, number, 

pages, etc). 

• Date of publication or event 

• Source locator – ie. URL or DOI 



What is a DOI?   

How do you use it?  

http://www.doi.org/ 

 

 

http://www.doi.org/


Harvard John A. Paulson School of 

Engineering and Applied Sciences. 

"Reconciling predictions of climate 

change: New framework accounts for 

conflicting estimates of global temperature 

increases." ScienceDaily. ScienceDaily, 5 

July 2017. 

<ww.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/07/1

70705164530.htm>. 

Examples – MLA format 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/07/170705164530.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/07/170705164530.htm


Harvard John A. Paulson School of 

Engineering and Applied Sciences. (2017, 

July 5). Reconciling predictions of climate 

change: New framework accounts for 

conflicting estimates of global temperature 

increases. ScienceDaily. Retrieved July 8, 

2017 from 

www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/07/1

70705164530.htm  

Examples – APA Format 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/07/170705164530.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/07/170705164530.htm


Cristian Proistosescu, Peter J. Huybers. Slow 

climate mode reconciles historical and 

model-based estimates of climate 

sensitivity. Science Advances, 2017; 3 (7): 

e1602821 DOI: 10.1126/sciadv.1602821 

Examples – Journal article 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/sciadv.1602821


Sally Brown, Robert J. Nicholls, Susan Hanson, Geoff 

Brundrit, John A. Dearing, Mark E. Dickson, Shari L. 

Gallop, Shu Gao, Ivan D. Haigh, Jochen Hinkel, José A. 

Jiménez, Richard J. T. Klein, Wolfgang Kron, Attila N. 

Lázár, Claudio Freitas Neves, Alice Newton, Charitha 

Pattiaratachi, Andres Payo, Kenneth Pye, Agustín 

Sánchez-Arcilla, Mark Siddall, Ali Shareef, Emma L. 

Tompkins, Athanasios T. Vafeidis, Barend van Maanen, 

Philip J. Ward, Colin D. Woodroffe. Shifting 

perspectives on coastal impacts and adaptation. 

Nature Climate Change, 2014; 4 (9): 752 DOI: 

10.1038/nclimate2344 

 

Examples – Journal article 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nclimate2344


http://ecoethics.net/2014-ENVRE120/20160131-EV&N-204-Link.html


http://ecoethics.net/2014-ENVRE120/20160207-EV&N-205-Link.html


This is because of what happened since the 

U.S. President broke away from other 

world leaders on climate change policy. 

 

 

Your role is more important today than 

it was even a few weeks ago…(when 

we started) 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/07/08/g20-summit-leaders-fail-to-bridge-climate-change-chasm-bbc-news/


We urgently need this kind of 

citizen-science alliance around  

the world to work together  

to devise a transition 

 to a sustainable 

 future. 

 

** 
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We urgently need this kind of 

citizen-science alliance around  

the world to work together  

to devise a transition 

 to a sustainable 

 future. 

 



The work ahead of you will be demanding, 

but it is NOT complicated. 

   

You need to learn to deliver the most 

reliable and up-to-date scientific 

information to those who are in a position 

to make decisions…. 

 

You need to become the best possible 

“information brokers” 

on climate change 



  

It’s not complicated, really… 



We are now a fossil-fuel driven civilization. 
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We are now a fossil-fuel driven civilization. 
 

   We need to become solar-sustainable. 
 

       This will require a major transition. 

People in all countries now understand that… 

Transition Studies are crucial for 

human survival. 

  

It’s not complicated, really… 



There is no “Planet B.” 
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