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Financing the Paradigm Shift: Institutional 
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 Sustainability 
Paradigm 

Financing the Paradigm Shift: 
Institutional Investments & Divestment 
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The Moral Myopia of the Market and the 

Ethics of Sustainability 
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High Stakes Betting on the Future: 

Harvard U. vs. Its Students 
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High Stakes Betting on the Future: 
Harvard U. vs. Its Students 

VS 

“Leadership requires 

courage and vision–

President Faust 

demonstrated neither. 

Today, she chose the fossil 

fuel industry over her 

students.” 
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To Divest or Not To Divest? 

Harvard’s Profitable Energy Investments 
in Historical Perspective 
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To Divest or Not To Divest? 
Harvard’s Profitable Energy Investments 

in Historical Perspective 

Slave Trade 
18th Century 

Energy 

Investments 

Whale Oil 
19h Century 

Energy 

Investments Fossil Fuels 
20th Century Energy Investments 
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Institutions and their Leaders  

in times of Catabolic Collapse 
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Institutions and their Leaders  
in times of Catabolic Collapse 

Leaders in major American 
institutions lack the  

moral vision to  
speak truth 

to future  
generations. 
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The Divestment Struggle and 

the Changing Climate at Harvard 
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The Divestment Struggle and 
the Changing Climate at Harvard 
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What is “warranted”?  Who is “wise”? 

Is Harvard on the wrong side of history? 
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What is “warranted”?  Who is “wise”? 
Is Harvard on the wrong side of history? 
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Why is Dialogue So Difficult at Harvard? 

The Voices and the Silences Behind the  
Fossil Fuel Protests 
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Why is Dialogue So Difficult at Harvard? 
The Voices and the Silences Behind the  

Fossil Fuel Protests 
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Stanford divests… 
….Harvard arrests 
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Stanford divests… 
….Harvard arrests 

Tim DeChristopher 
Harvard Divinity School student  
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   Universities and the Paradigm Shift: 
 “Transition Studies” in Higher Education 

___________ 
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Q: How can we shift from the growth paradigm  
to the sustainability paradigm?  

Tim Weiskel - 25 Norman Borlaug Ray Anderson 

A: Universities can explore the new field of  
“Transition Studies” 

  Universities and the Paradigm Shift: 
 “Transition Studies” in Higher Education 

___________ 

The Necessary Paradigm Shift 
 

Growth    Sustainability 
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 Second Thoughts about First Principles 
at Harvard 
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Second Thoughts about First Principles 
at Harvard 

“Universities are accountable to the 
future. They have a special role and 
a special responsibility to confront 
the challenges of climate change 
and sustainability.” 
                 President Drew Gilpin Faust 
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Failing the Future: 

Inter-Generational Betrayal and the Human Prospect 
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Failing the Future: 
Inter-Generational Betrayal and the Human Prospect 

 
The ship of state –abandoned 
by its crew -- is now on “free 

market” auto-pilot and 
headed for  the rocks. 
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Movement in the Movement:  

Next Steps in the “Divest  Harvard” Movement 
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Movement in the Movement: 
Next Steps in the “Divest Harvard” Movement 

=   ?? 

What is at stake here? 
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 Divestment FAQs & Figures 
Developments in a Local & Global Movement 
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Divestment FAQs & Figures 
Developments in a Local & Global Movement 

Divest-Invest.NET 

Key figures support divestment  principle 

http://wp.me/p2iDSG-c5O
https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/divest-invest/
http://wp.me/p2iDSG-c5O


 

EV & N – 181 – 29 March 2015 

 
The Great Inter-Generational Divide: 

Shirking Responsibility  vs. 
Building Response Ability 
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The Great Inter-Generational Divide: 
Shirking Responsibility  vs. 
Building Response Ability 

…one cell phone 
at a time…  

Transition-Studies 

VS 

http://wp.me/p2iDSG-ccO
http://wp.me/p2iDSG-ccO
http://transition-studies.net/


Divest-Invest.NET 

 

http://divest-invest.net/
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 The Historian vs The Future 
and “The Great Transition” 
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The Historian vs The Future 
and “The Great Transition” 

Harvard President  
Drew Gilpin Faust 

“…the best time to plant 
a tree is 20 years ago — 
and the second-best time 
is now..”       Pres. Faust 

VS The Future 
Bill McKibben 
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EV & N – 192 – 16 August 2015 

Youth Go to Court to Demand a 
Survivable Future 
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 The Danger of Stifling the 
Global Call for Climate Action 

in Paris 
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/2015/08/16/ev-n-192-cctv-youth-go-to-court-
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EV & N – 206 – 21 February 2016 

Grassroots ~ Global Visionary: 
Naomi Klein + Student 
Organizers at Harvard 
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EV & N – 222 – 28 August 2016 

The Moral Betrayal of Our 
Children: Reckoning the 
Coming Cost of Climate 

Change Denial 
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EV & N – 225 – 2 October 2016 

Climate Change – System Change: 
Rapid Social Adaptation Needed 
Now for Future Survival on Our 

Finite Planet 
 

 

 

What can we say to our children?” Adult Talk 
on Speaking with Children about Science and 
Survival 
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What can we say to our children?” 
Adult Talk on Speaking with 
Children about Science and 

Survival 
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Before All the World the Youth 

Challenge the Fatal Myopia, Greed 
& Childishness of the Trump 

Generation 
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Before All the World the Youth 

Challenge the Fatal Myopia, Greed 
& Childishness of the Trump 

Generation 
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EV & N – 300 – 10 February 2019 

Beyond Greed and Malice: Parents, 
Children & The Struggle for a 

Hopeful Future 
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EV & N – 301 – 24 February 2019 

What’s Coming in Harvard’s “Heat 
Week” 2019? A New Season + 

New Students + a New Urgency + 
a New President = a New 

Divestment Policy? 
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EV &N – 309 – 31 March 2019 

Sleepwalking Beyond the Point of 
No Return: Non-thought and 

Nonsense in High Places 
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EV & N – 323 – 27 August 2019 

Can the World’s “Leaders” Catch 
Up to the Global Citizens and  

the World’s Children 
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EV & N – 334 – 8 December 2019 

“Greta, What’s Your Problem?” 

Marginalizing & Dismissing the 
Rational & Humane  

Voice of Youth 
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