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Summary diagram of online “environments” for the
“European Colonial Expansion...” course.

[ Note: If you create a
“bookmark” for each of
these 4 principal linked

“environments,” navigation
should be easy.] /

Class
Schedule

[“Dropbox” environment]

Class:
-Assignments
-Resources
-Questions

( Personal
“Dropbox”to
submit
course work )

“Transition-Studies.Net”
[link from dropdown menu at top of page]
The class has access to news, notes, documents
& video clips, etc. This is a ‘portal’ to help you
begin your research.


http://ecoethics.net/YSOLI/201907-Colonialism/
http://ecoethics.net/YSOLI/201907-Colonialism/
http://ecoethics.net/YSOLI/201907-Colonialism/
http://ecoethics.net/YSOLI/201907-Colonialism/2019-Colonialism-Schedule.pdf
http://transition-studies.net/
http://transition-studies.net/
http://transition-studies.net/
http://transition-studies.net/
https://www.dropbox.com/home/YSOLI/2019 - Colonialism Participants

O.K. let’s find out about each
other....

Dropbox > YSOLI > 2019 - Colonialism Participants

Name ¢

Alice - Zhang Yifei & 4 members

Share folder

Ashley - Cong Ashley 3 members
Class - Assignments 11 members

Class - Resources 11 members
Personal




1421: The Year China Discovered America:

Gavin Menzies

On March 8, 1421, the
largest fleet the world
had ever seen set sail
from China to “proceed
all the way to the ends of
the earth to collect
tribute from the
barbarians beyond the

returned home in
October 1423, the
emperor had fallen,
leaving China in political

and economic chaos.

The great ships were left
to rot at their moorings
and the records of their
journeys were destroyed.
Lost in the long,
self-imposed isolation

that followed was the

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
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THE YEAR CHINA
DISCOVERED AMERICA

knowledge that Chinese ships had reached America seventy years before

Columbus and had circumnavigated the globe a century before Magellan. And

they colonized America before the Europeans, transplanting the principal

economic crops that have since fed and clothed the world.



https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/10/02/1421-the-year-china-discovered-america-gavin-menzies/
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1434: The Year a Magnificent Chinese Fleet Sailed to
Italy and Ignited the Renaissance: Gavin Menzies

The brilliance of the
Renaissance laid the
foundation of the
modemn world.
Textbooks tell us that it
came about as a result of
a rediscovery of the ideas
and ideals of classical
Greece and Rome. But
now bestselling historian
Gavin Menzies makes
the startling arcument
that in the vear 1434,
China—then the world’s
most technologically
advanced civilization
—provided the spark
that set the European
Renaissance ablaze,
From that date onward,
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Gavin Menzies * 1 Book

Author, “1421;: The Year China/ CSPAN2

Discoyvered JAmerica” -

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/10/22/did -
the-chinese-discover-america-in-1421-2003-2/
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China was dominant in the “first
phase” of “Globalization”
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* ; ;,./

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/11/11/ho
w-the-ancient-silk-road-pioneered-globalization/
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China was dominant in the “first
phase” of “Globalization”

Consider the |mportance of “The Silk Road..
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China was the world’s greatest empire
at the beginning of the 15t Century....
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Why were the great naval
achievements of Admiral Zheng He --
under the Ming Dynasty -- abandoned?

The answer iIs unclear to Western historians.
Perhaps Chinese historians can help us
understand this puzzling withdrawal from
global exploration. Some authors
attribute this to the rise of the “Confucian
Courtiers” in the 1480s. See:

What Is the real history
behind this mystery?



https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/10/22/1421-chinese-discover-america-before-europeans-4/

Why does Gavin Menzies think
China abandoned their impressive
maritime achievements?

What was the role of “Confucianism” in his explanation of
the Chinese leadership’s reversal of attitudes toward

[ Consider his response
to a question at min 46:49
in his talk: ]

https://environmentaljusti
cetv.wordpress.com/2017/
10/22/did-the-chinese-
discover-america-in-1421-
2003-2/
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Whether or not Gavin Menzies is correct in all
(or, perhaps, most) of his affirmations is still
an open question. His discoveries awalit
confirmation by professional historians —
especially Chinese historians -- who can
correct his statements by locating original
documentation and evidence of the Ming
Dynasty achievements....



Whether or not Gavin Menzies is correct in all
(or, perhaps, most) of his affirmations is still
an open question. His discoveries awalit
confirmation by professional historians —
especially Chinese historians -- who can
correct his statements by locating original
documentation and evidence of the Ming
Dynasty achievements....

Nevertheless, there is another important
guestion that has to be addressed as well:



The other question is why and how did European
“Maritime Empires” emerge at roughly the same time the
Ming Dynasty withdrew from maritime exploration?
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To understand the emergence of the “maritime” empires of Europe, you
need to understand the history of the control of the Mediterranean. It was
dominated by Christian populations by the year 600 AD.
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BUT the year 710 AD, --just 110 years later -- much of the Mediterranean
came to be dominated by Muslim political leaders because of the remarkably

swift conquests of Arab populations, with the military deployment of the
camel — with a new “technology” and strategy of warfare.
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Then, with remarkéeble speed, Muslim military leaders conquered virtually the
whole of the Iberian peninsula — what we know as Spain and Portugal — by

733 AD, only 23 years after they had come to dominate North Africa.
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Muslim rulers dominated Spain for the much of the next 650 years, but

eventually there were a series of long and protracted conflicts waged by
Christian leaders to “re-conquer” Spain (and Portugal).
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o BT
Henry, “The Navigator” — 3" son of King of
Portugal — from 1420 onwards began a campaign
to focus on maritime discovery
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First the Portuguese (and subsequently the Dutch) came to dominate
maritime empires with the development of new naval technology. See:
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“Maritime Empires” consisted of widely dispersed coastal ports
dominated by fortified “castles”. These were developed for the
long-distance trade of “high-value-to-weight ratio” items, like
gold and spices....and eventually human slaves.




The “Spice Islands” -

The islands of Indonesia were of particular interest to
the Portuguese and then the Dutch because of their
Indigenous flora. Europeans sought dependable
access to large guantities of the spices derived from
native plants. Some of these spices like “nutmeg”
were thought to have the power to heal or ward off the

“plague” — a disease that had devastated European
populations in the 14t century.



Even small sailing craft can cross the
seas, and carry significant “wealth” in
high “value-to-weight items...




Local populations can approach these small ships with
things to exchange. If exchanges are expanded to
patterns of regular trade, commerce can ensue....




Even small craft need to be re-provisioned with fresh
water and food from time to time, and creating a
permanent “onshore” presence with a fort is an
advantage to an expanding “maritime empire.”




European rival kingdoms expressed their competitive
struggles for power by expanding overseas.
Merchants and Royalty worked in a loose alliance In
each kingdom to extend their particular interests against
those of rival European kingdoms and their allied

merchants.

Dutch Merchant ship — (armed with cannons)



Over the decades of the 16t and 17™ centuries the
Dutch displace the Portuguese and come to dominate
the “spice islands” -- the Banda Islands — in the moder:
day area of Indonesia

Banda
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In maritime empires, even very small islands came to
have great importance. In the late 17t Century the
Dutch trade their control over "Manhattan” to the British
In exchange for control for nutmeg trade from the
Banda Islands. Where are they? Why were they

considered important?
o

i~



Today you can see that these islands are still
dependent upon international trade. The airport is
the biggest structure, BUT the historic Dutch trading
fort is also visible ....
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Today you can see that these islands are still
dependent upon international trade. The airport is
the biggest structure, BUT the historic Dutch trading
fort is also visible .... (Can you see it?)




The Dutch “fort” was a substantial building, requiring
a lot of manpower and “capital” investment. It was
bullt in the style of a European medieval castle.
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The Portuguese, Dutch and English rivalries focused
on the control of the “spice” trade, including a
particular focus on nutmeg.

The nutmeg fruit


http://ecoethics.net/YSOLI/201807-Colonialism/Audio/20171109-BBC-Newshour-Banda-Islands.mp3

BBC — Travel — The tiny island the British traded
for Manhattan
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At the same time that they had interest in the trade to
the East, the Dutch explored and settled “New
Amsterdam” — ie. the current area of New York
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The Dutch created a fort on the island of Manhattan in
the “New World” and developed a small colony of
settlers up the Hudson River as far as Albany. This
Dutch outpost was traded to the English in exchange
for Dutch dominance in the “spice islands” in Banda.



https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/11/11/the-original-city-map-of-new-amsterdam/

An Englishman — Henry Hudson — was in the
employ of the Dutch when he discovered and
explored the “Hudson River as far north as Albany

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/11/11/dutch-new-
york-with-historian-barry-lewis-dutch-golden-age-segment/



01-Dutch New York with Historian Barry Lewis-Intro.mp4
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From the mid-17"% century onwards the Dutch maritime
trade in “high-weight-to-value” items extended to the
interest in buying and selling slaves from Africa to the
Americas — where there was an acute labor shortage for

newly established plantations.

......


01-Going Dutch - The Netherlands' slave trade-01.asx
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01-AFRICA Episode 5 The Bible & The Gun Written & Presented by Basil Davidson Executive Producer-01.asx
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The creation of slave-based agricultural plantations on
Islands were of particular importance to rival

European powers as they extended the “spice trade”
Into the trans-Atlantic “triangular trade” system.
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The control of iIslands became a
matter of great interest as a
means of labor control.
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01-20170226-EV&N-238-Rethinking-Immigration-Slavery-01.asx




What are its key components?

Numerous books abound
to characterize the
worldview of the
colonizers, and it would be
presumptuous to attempt
to summarize all of
Western European thought
In this course.

THE

Nevertheless,...the major
guestion remains...

Tim Weiskel - 54
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But beyond military and political
explanations, there Is a further set of
explanations that are based in a
new understanding of the science of
humans in the natural world.

(the human ecology of empire...)

Humans may think they are in control in any
colonial circumstance... but they do not
always understand their real role in history.
Humans are organisims in ecosystems.



It IS Important to understand that
colonialism can often best be
understood as an ecological

phenomenon

The careful study of modern
colonialism -- especially as an
ecological phenomenon --is a
basic necessity for
understanding the ecological
worldview of Americans today.

Most of the time those who
thought they were in charge
were acting out roles on the
ecological stage of which they
were only vaguely conscious,
and certainly did not control.




The approach Is three-fold

This includes
==> Cultural Ecology (emic approach)
==> Ecological Anthropology (etic approach)
==> Ecology of Culture (historical approach)

Effort is to understand the origin, function and persistence
of cultural beliefs about the environment and how these
beliefs condition individual and collective behavior.



European mercantilism was based
o T on the discovery, appropriation,
of Imperialism transport, cultivation and sale of
exotic plants, animals and animal
r— R o products -- purposeful and

sustained ecological disruption.

The ‘Age of Discovery’ was largely
an age of ecological discovery --
and intentional disruption.
Europeans and their trading
counterparts acted brutally to
transform all accessible
ecosystems around the world.

We are heirs to this cultural tradition....We call it agricultural development and/or
progress. It thrives on change, innovation and everywhere is based on
ecological destruction of existing biodiversity.



Colonialism was built on plantation
agriculture

From 1492 (and actually
before), Europeans
observed native usage and
looked to the ‘economic’
value of new and exotic
plants (sugar, coffee,
pepper, bananas, tea, etc.)

Some ‘introductions’ were RUEFseEtsT e
intentional -- most were not Wik #esrasae sy
We are heirs to these e

cultural habits of behavior
and thought....

Tim Weiskel - 74
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The European sense of cultural superiority stems from the “myth
of tropical exuberance,” that stems from the fundamental ecology
of exogenous plant introductions....
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pologacs, of course, bave always maintained that thesr research has
been intimately bound up with the 1oal human condition, and
their pe-:-plcs nave heen remmote and their theurses esotenc, thas has
heen o only in order 10 offer a fresh approach to the probiems we
all face daily. If anthropologists have been nght, then they should
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Conlrond us. 1he gTowth of racsm and the threat of greverudile
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307TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION

The Columbian
Exc}lang’e

B '/ugicu/mu{ (‘u/luru/ ( Unquuumvs uf 1402

ALFRED W, CROSRY JR. Foreword by ] K MeNaill

The world would certainly be a
different ecological phenomena
had the Chinese sustained
contact with the “New World,
but the Chinese never followed
up their “discovery” with
sustained contact.

With a highly developed,
centralized state, the
Mandarins essentially ruled out
‘foreign adventures’ after a
traumatic collapse of a
particular Emperor.

Instead it is, the “Columbian
Exchange” that engendered the
dominant “biological and
cultural consequences” of the
15t Century
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What was it about the European “mercantile
class” that enabled it to drive the colonial
expansion of one country after another?

What are the global implications for the long-
term cultural legacies (habits of mind) from this
period of “European Mercantile Empires?”

Can humanity overcome these cultural legacies
In our contemporary world?




S0, several questions occur...

.... And the BIG enduring question:

What will happen to humankind if
we fail to overcome the cultural
habits of mind that emerged as
part of their understanding of the
world (the ‘ecology of their
culture’) during the emergence of
European mercantile empires?
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