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opium-trade-empire-episode-4-bbc-one-excerpt-britain-and-china/ 

Britain begged the Chinese Emperor for access to the “tea” market 

that was controlled by the Chinese Empire…. But the Emperor 

refused…. This precipitated the “Opium Wars.” 
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Hong Kong (from space) 
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Over time a wide variety of native tropical 

plants – more than gold plunder – made 

European maritime empires “rich” 

See excerpt from 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/11/19

/bbc-empire-episode-4-making-a-fortune-jeremy-paxman/ 
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7 Key components of emerging 

“World System” 

 

Maritime Trading “Enclaves” 

Island plantation economies. 

“White Settler” communities. 

Industrialization of agriculture 

Sustained by asymmetrical trade 

relations and “flow” of capital. 

Characteristics of the Emerging 
“World System” – 1492 to “present” 

 

Tropical 

Agricultural 

Produce 

+ 

Minerals 



   
 Prior to the 1780s it all 

rested on the energy of 

slaves…. …an energy 

which was relatively 

“expensive” – the most 

expensive of the 3 

inputs to production:  
* Land (was cheap) 

* Capital (was available) 

& * Labor ( which had to be 

imported ! thousands of 

miles….) 



   
 Prior to the 1780s it all 

rested on the energy of 

slaves…. …an energy 

which was relatively 

“expensive” – the most 

expensive of the 3 

inputs to production:  
* Land (was cheap) 

* Capital (was available) 

& * Labor ( which had to be 

imported ! thousands of 

miles….) 



 Prior to the 1780s it all 

rested on the energy of 

slaves…. …an energy 

which was relatively 

“expensive” – the most 

expensive of the 3 

inputs to production:  
* Land (was cheap) 

* Capital (was available) 

& * Labor ( which had to be 

imported ! thousands of 

miles….) 

   



7 Key components of emerging 

“World System” 

 

Maritime Trading “Enclaves” 

Island plantation economies. 

“White Settler” communities. 

Industrialization of agriculture 

Sustained by asymmetrical trade 

relations and “flow” of capital. 

Private capital was “invested 

overseas” for raw materials & 

expanded markets for sales. 

Characteristics of the Emerging 
“World System” – 1492 to “present” 

 

Tropical 

Agricultural 

Produce 

+ 

Minerals 



7 Key components of emerging 

“World System” 

 

Maritime Trading “Enclaves” 

Island plantation economies. 

“White Settler” communities. 

Industrialization of agriculture 

Sustained by asymmetrical trade 

relations and “flow” of capital. 

Private capital was “invested 

overseas” for raw materials & 

expanded markets for sales. 

Characteristics of the Emerging 
“World System” – 1492 to “present” 

 

Tropical 

Agricultural 

Produce 

+ 

Minerals 



7 Key components of emerging 

“World System” 

 

Maritime Trading “Enclaves” 

Island plantation economies. 

“White Settler” communities. 

Industrialization of agriculture 

Sustained by asymmetrical trade 

relations and “flow” of capital. 

Private capital was “invested 

overseas” for raw materials & 

expanded markets for sales. 

Expectations of continuous 

growth created worldwide. 

Characteristics of the Emerging 
“World System” – 1492 to “present” 
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The historical evolution of European 

colonialism over time –  

 both in terms of  

1) how it differed from previous modes of 

existence  

 

Let’s keep in mind, then…. 



The historical evolution of European 

colonialism over time –  

 both in terms of  

1) how it differed from previous modes of 

existence  

AND  

2) in terms of how it evolved from roughly 

1492 until the late 20th centuries….. 

Let’s keep in mind, then…. 
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Tim Weiskel - 27 

Mercantile colonialism was based on plantation 

economies growing tropical agricultural  

products with slave labor in a pattern of 

 “triangular trade” with Europe 



“Maritime Empires” consisted of widely dispersed coastal ports 

dominated by fortified “castles”.  These were developed for the 

long-distance trade of “high-value-to-weight ratio” items, like 

gold and spices….and eventually human slaves.  

But in the “industrial” phase of colonialism 

this changed dramatically. 



Throughout most of the 19th century the 

interior of Africa was not known… 
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“Africa was an 

opportunity…” 

Throughout most of the 19th century the 

interior of Africa was not known… 



But there was a radical transformation 

of Africa in just 33 years… 

Africa_ States of independence - the scramble for Africa-01.asx


There were a mixture of motives 

for European “conquest”… 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/03/15/africa-states-of-
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Whatever the different motives, the political 

outcome was clear…and the economic 

outcomes were similar in each colony. 

https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2017/03/15/africa-states-of-

independence-the-scramble-for-africa-2/ 

African territories were 

sought for their potential 

“raw materials” AND their 

potential “markets.”  Very 

rapidly territorial “boundaries 

were drawn in ‘scramble’ of 

preventive occupation.  
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African 

railroads 

mimicked 

the rivers – 

rivers and 

rails were 

aimed at 

“draining” 

Africa of 

its 

resources.  



Africa was also important to Europe for its 

manpower – military manpower recruited for  

inter-European wars.  
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After World War II nationalist leaders emerged to 

challenge the legitimacy of European colonial rule 

and they won “independence” as new “states. 
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What about China’s larger role in 
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What kind of “investments” have 

the Chinese made?  
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